
 

Surprise Gift for everyone ! 

 

We all like to be surprised, especially if the surprise involves receiving something nice or an experience 

that we will enjoy and appreciate. Hopefully, there will be many good surprises for everyone this 

Christmas. Christmas is a magical time, for most of us, full of fun, laughter, meeting with friends and 

family, as well as being a time of surprises and gifts.  It can also be a difficult time for many as we think of 

those who are no longer with us, and those who have no place of their own.                                             

Christmas time gives us an excuse and opportunity to include everyone, God’s peace for all.                                                                                                                  

  

It was a time for surprises one evening over 2000 years ago. There were shepherds (often the poor in 

society) carrying out their normal business in the fields around Bethlehem. It seemed like an ordinary 

night, but then came the surprise, bright lights, angels and heavenly voices. The Bible tells us that the 

shepherds were more than surprised, they were terrified. I think I would have been too! 

  

Well, there were even more surprises to come. Almighty God, who created the universe, was entering 

the world in the form of a tiny baby, Jesus, who was to be born in a humble stable. The boy, Jesus, would 

grow up and reach out to so many in love and with healing, eventually to die a horrid death and to rise 

again so that the whole of humankind can have forgiveness and true reconciliation with God. That must 

be the greatest gift the world has ever known. Is this a gift that you have received for yourself?  

  

So at Christmas, we celebrate the wonderful gift that God was entering the world to bring light into the 

darkness. That is why we catch the mystery of all this by having candlelight services in our churches, and 

Christmas lights in our homes and towns.  

  

While we hope to have some really good surprises this Christmas, let us never forget the greatest 

surprise of them all; that God humbled himself to become like us and to intervene in human history. 

Christmas is an excellent time to reflect upon and to celebrate this fantastic gift, so our Churches  

together across the Mease Valley offer you a warm welcome to join us over the Christmas period.                

There are services and events taking place to suit all ages and tastes, both contemporary and traditional, 

we will be delighted to see you at any of these. You may even be surprised at just what is on offer! 

  

Your local churches wish you all a Very Happy and Peaceful Christmas time. 
  
 

                         Revd. John Grice (serving as Team Rector in the Mease Valley Churches) 

“God grant me the coffee to change the things I can,                                    
wine to accept the things I cannot change.                                                    

And an opaque travel mug so no one can tell which one I’m drinking.” 

 

“God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot 
change, the courage to change the things I can, and the 

wisdom to know the difference.”  

(Reinhold Niebuhr, Draft sermon 1941) 

 
 


