Readings for Sunday 21st June 2020 - 2nd Sunday after Trinity

Romans 6:1b-14 (Good News Translation)
What shall we say, then? Should we continue to live in sin so that God's grace
will increase? 2 Certainly not! We have died to sin—how then can we go on
living in it? 3 For surely you know that when we were baptized into union with
Christ Jesus, we were baptized into union with his death. 4 By our baptism,
then, we were buried with him and shared his death, in order that, just as
Christ was raised from death by the glorious power of the Father, so also we
might live a new life. 5 For since we have become one with him in dying as he
did, in the same way we shall be one with him by being raised to life as he
was. 6 And we know that our old being has been put to death with Christ on his
cross, in order that the power of the sinful self might be destroyed, so that we
should no longer be the slaves of sin. 7 For when we die, we are set free from
the power of sin. 8 Since we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also
live with him. 9 For we know that Christ has been raised from death and will
never die again—death will no longer rule over him. 10 And so, because he
died, sin has no power over him; and now he lives his life in fellowship with
God. 11 In the same way you are to think of yourselves as dead, so far as sin is
concerned, but living in fellowship with God through Christ Jesus. 12 Sin must
no longer rule in your mortal bodies, so that you obey the desires of your
natural self. 13 Nor must you surrender any part of yourselves to sin to be used
for wicked purposes. Instead, give yourselves to God, as those who have been
brought from death to life, and surrender your whole being to him to be used
for righteous purposes. 14 Sin must not be your master; for you do not live
under law but under God's grace.

Matthew 10:24-39 Good News Translation
24

“No pupil is greater than his teacher; no slave is greater than his master. 25 So
a pupil should be satisfied to become like his teacher, and a slave like his
master. If the head of the family is called Beelzebul, the members of the family
will be called even worse names! 26 “So do not be afraid of people. Whatever is
now covered up will be uncovered, and every secret will be made
known. 27 What I am telling you in the dark you must repeat in broad daylight,
and what you have heard in private you must announce from the
housetops. 28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the
soul; rather be afraid of God, who can destroy both body and soul in hell. 29 For
only a penny you can buy two sparrows, yet not one sparrow falls to the
ground without your Father's consent. 30 As for you, even the hairs of your
head have all been counted. 31 So do not be afraid; you are worth much more
than many sparrows! 32 “Those who declare publicly that they belong to me, I
will do the same for them before my Father in heaven. 33 But those who reject
me publicly, I will reject before my Father in heaven. 34 “Do not think that I
have come to bring peace to the world. No, I did not come to bring peace, but
a sword. 35 I came to set sons against their fathers, daughters against their
mothers, daughters-in-law against their mothers-in-law; 36 your worst enemies
will be the members of your own family. 37 “Those who love their father or
mother more than me are not fit to be my disciples; those who love their son
or daughter more than me are not fit to be my disciples. 38 Those who do not
take up their cross and follow in my steps are not fit to be my disciples.
39
Those who try to gain their own life will lose it; but those who lose their life
for my sake will gain it.

A Prayer for Today.
Heavenly Father give us this day a sense of your greatness
and your gentleness; a glimpse of your otherness and your nearness;
an awareness of your eternal purpose that spans creation
yet includes us all, here and now. Great and wonderful God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, receive our worship,
in Jesus’ name. Amen
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