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Staged return of our church buildings.  
Mid June saw the gradual return of our buildings for individual prayer and for 
funerals too. This has taken some doing, and cleaning as we were not allowed 
in our buildings to make any preparations for quite some time. (Quite 
understandably I might add.) We have been on the big wipe down to ensure our 
places are safe. We are expecting social distancing to remain in place for some 
time yet. Church of England instructions and guidance and government updates 
continue to come in regularly of course and we make changes as quickly as we 
can. This month I am expecting to have funerals returning to our buildings 
gradually and this will enable us to offer a better provision for families needing 
support at such sad and difficult times, as we have not been able to visit families 
of course.  
At the time of writing, we have no updates yet on regular services returning, 
weddings or baptisms, so we are expecting to be recording services for a while 
to come.  
   
Church without walls.  
Despite our buildings being closed during the lockdown, the opportunity has 
given us time to explore what the church can look like without its usual services, 
fairs, social events, and gathered communities.  We have been able to deliver 
food parcels, shopping for neighbours and friends, recorded services that go 
online, calls on the phone to check on villagers and those at our care homes. It 
has given us opportunities (and the time actually) to use our gifts differently, and 
I for one am grateful for this and the fruit of our labour.  There is much to learn 
from our time apart going forwards.  
  
Looking ahead and behind to ‘The New Normal’. 
Amongst our faculties and senses. Our sight, our taste, our perceptions. I 
observe that it is our Memory and ability to remember that is paramount and so 
very important to our development as the human race, and I propose it will be 
our collective memory as communities and individuals that will help us to come 
out of lockdown seeking to make right decisions going forward.  When reading 
from God’s word, just how often to we read about the importance of 
remembering God, remembering our promises and remembering Jesus's words 
to us. It seems that we can easily forget, and it is our human forgetfulness that 
is a very real danger to our health.  
  
 



  

 What do we mean by Memory, and remembering? A bit of home school 
dictionary help.  
  
Memory is the power of the brain to recall past experiences or information. In this 
faculty of the mind, information is encoded, stored, and retrieved. In the broadest 
sense, there are three types of memory: sensory memory, short-term memory, 
and long-term memory. Typically, when we think of the word "memory," we're 
referring to long term-memory. 

For example, driving home after work and remembering the way to go.  Recently 
it has been like, Learning to drive again (as the lock down gradually relaxed) or 
common things, tying our shoe laces, washing our hands more frequently. Not 
touching our faces, not shaking hands etc. These new things that we have had 
to remember have been keeping us safe.  Our memories have had to expand to 
incorporate these.  

Our faculty to remember as a race in the past has allowed us to learn and adapt 
and to overcome many obstacles.  Learning from the lessons of the past, 
remembering what has been before means that we can re-apply ourselves to the 
here and now and to the future, better prepared. Looking back and remembering 
and then looking ahead is a God given gift.  We will need to make the effort to 
remember what it is from the old routines from before the lockdown, as well as, 
from the new routines made during the lockdown. To plan what we want to bring 
with us into the other side of this pandemic, and to consider what we might dare 
to let go off, for something of greater reward.  
  
Looking forward to meeting in person. 
Over these coming weeks we will be thinking about how to meet again and how 
to safely prepare for this. Remember to Keep in contact everyone and remember, 
do not be anxious. The Lord be with you, just as he has always been.  
  
Revd. John Grice  (Rector John) 

http://www.yourdictionary.com/memory


 

 

 

Message from Dean Adrian 

 Dear Friends, 

  

Well lockdown is gradually easing and we all hope 

and pray that this will not lead to another “spike” in 

COVID-19 infections and fatalities.  I have to say I’ve 

been deeply moved by the pictures and stories of 

people emerging from hospital after long periods in 

intensive-care units, they’ve all looked triumphant but 

weakened and physically diminished by their fight for 

life after contracting the virus.  One man was on the local news last night: he as sitting in a wheelchair 

leaving a local hospital where he’d undergone rehabilitation and recovery.  His smile and appreciation for 

his treatment and care were beautiful.  He has a wife being nursed in a care home for dementia and when 

asked what he was going to do first he said, “I’m going to see my wife and give her a big kiss”.  It brought 

home to me that in a crisis we all begin to realise what matters most, and the fundamentals of life and love 

are the ones that bring us joy and move us deeply.  After the COVID-19 crisis, we’ll need to remember that.  

During the past week the Cathedral has reopened for private prayer and we have had between thirty and 

forty prayer-visitors each day.  We have kept the building hushed and quiet to encourage prayer and 

reflection.  We’re also very grateful for many who have volunteered to offer sotto voce welcomes and 

farewells and ensure hand sanitisation takes places.  We’ve received appreciations and thanks for all this 

and I have to say it’s been lovely to see familiar and friendly faces back in the Cathedral.  Re-emerging into 

something like the familiar can be compared to coming out of the cinema after a day-time screening: there’s 

blinking and a kind of re-awakening process, a slight sense of strangeness too.  But re-opening is very good 

and a step in the right direction.  We await Government advice on when some kind of public worship can 

resume.  We’re also very interested in when we will be able to sing to together.  Studies are underway and 

we’re looking forward to a decision.  My biggest nightmare is contemplating a non-musical Christmas!  The 

horror of it made my hair curl. 

I guess many will be looking back over the past three months and recollecting what has had to be postponed 

or changed or set aside.  Holidays are hard to contemplate just now and birthdays and anniversaries have 

had to be re-engineered as on-line occasions.  Here in the Cathedral I was looking forward to the Cathedral 

Chorus performing Edward Elgar’s “The Kingdom”.  I hope it won’t be too long before this great work gets 

an airing.  It is a big piece using a full orchestra and it fulfils Sir Thomas Beecham’s dismissal of British 

public taste in music.  “The British like every kind of music provided it is loud”.  “The Kingdom” takes up the 

story of the first apostles in Jerusalem awaiting the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, then how, when 

anointed and energised by the Spirit, they begin to preach the good news and live a life together which 

actualises the message of Jesus Christ: people’s hearts are moved, people are baptised, there are healings, 

there is communion and community and there is, of course, opposition.  The persecutors and despisers 

aren’t far away. 

I have to admit I’m a big fan of much of Elgar’s work, (I don’t care for his organ music too much, which, to 

my untutored ears, has a certain stew-like quality) but give Elgar a big orchestra, a full chorus and a subject 

that reaches for heaven and his work is supreme.  All of which brings me to the subject of what we mean 

when we talk about the Kingdom of God.  Go back to the concert hall with me, or the Cathedral nave: when 

we see great art or hear great music we have an encounter with truth.  In the presence of great music or art 

we find ourselves transfixed.  We dream dreams and have visions, we realise that the hints, glimpses and 

intimations of a greater reality than the day to day have been given us through the means of a musical 

performance or by looking at a work of art.  These things become revelatory.  As William Blake put it: “If the 

doors of perception were cleansed, everything would appear to (us) as it is, infinite”. 



Jesus and Christians have been positive in saying that God’s reign must include this world and its history 

as well as the next.  “Thy Kingdom come” is equivalent to saying, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven”.  The good news, as Jesus proclaimed it, is that God’s reign is near, has always been near.  It 

hasn’t fully arrived, but it is at hand, within reach.  If we are bold enough we can, according to Jesus, stretch 

out and grab the Kingdom of God and live as though the world were already under the divine rule.  Jesus 

did that and paid for it with his life.  He invited his friends to do the same.  He called it “taking the Kingdom 

by storm”.  Jesus acted ahead of his time.  Of course it’s never the right time for the Church or the world to 

believe and act as if every day offers the possibility of salvation, that today is the day of the Kingdom.  Yet 

the Gospel is a standing testimony that the good things God promises can come to pass.  

Look at the Gospels carefully and what do you see?  Jesus actually seeing and valuing, women, non-Jews, 

lepers, prostitutes, people of other races, disreputable sinners, fraudsters, tricksters, the poor, the alone, 

the despised, and self-righteous leaders, not as everyone else saw them and judged them, but as he 

believed God saw them.  There is a profound almost visceral pity in Jesus’s reaching out to people in their 

lostness and confusion.  So you see a Jesus whose treatment of convention, sabbath observance, poverty 

and wealth, disease, or social class ran counter to that of his times because it reflected the mind of God.  In 

the Gospel you see a Jesus who dared to be different and invited his friends and his followers to pay the 

price with him. 

A Christian vision of the Kingdom of God is the heavenly dream brought down to earth by a small vanguard 

who can alive ahead of their time.  I think in our Diocese of Sanctus in Stoke on Trent using a Victorian 

Church to provide welfare, literacy, legal advice, food and clothing to migrants, asylum seekers and refugees 

with no other place to go.  Or again, a school I know in Jerusalem working to educate Israelis and Arabs, 

together, hand in hand, learning each other’s language and faith traditions so that new wise citizens might 

emerge in a country locked in conflict.  I also think of a small holding run by Arab Christians just outside 

Hebron called “Tent of Nations” stubbornly defending its right to remain there and live in peace whilst being 

surrounded by new developments, having its water and power cut off and living sustainably and non-

violently proudly proclaiming “we refuse to be enemies”.  This is the Kingdom of God.  This is what Jesus 

embodied and taught. 

“Your Kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.” 

I’m told by some that the world “daily” as used by Jesus meant not “daily” in the ordinary sense, but rather 

the bread of the coming day.  So we’re praying for tomorrow’s bread today, the bread of Kingdom come, 

today.  It’s a kind of commitment “we’ll live God’s tomorrow now”.  Let me end with R.S. Thomas’s poem 

“The Kingdom” (p233 Collected Poems Phoenix Press 1993&2001) 

It’s a long way off but inside it 

There are quite different things going on: 

Festivals at which the poor man 

Is King and the consumptive is 

Healed: mirrors in which the blind look 

At themselves and love looks at them 

Back: and industry is for mending 

The bent bones and the minds fractured  

By life.  It’s a long way off, but to get 

 There takes no time and admission 

Is free, if you will purge yourself  

Of desire, and present yourself with 

Your need only, and the simple offering 

Of your faith, green as a leaf. 

 

With my love, prayers and blessing. 

Adrian 

  



THANK YOU 
 
A simple ‘thank you’ seems inadequate when we, the Tyler family, 
have been afforded such an outpouring of generosity of spirit: prayers, 
love and support throughout the time of Stewart’s illness and since his 
death. 
We would like to express our thanks for the cards, letters, telephone 
messages and flowers which have been received. Grateful thanks are 
also due for the donations to Motor Neurone Disease Association in 
memory of Revd Stewart. In excess of £2500 has been donated to 
MNDA: made up of £1645 from the Facebook Giving, £610 forwarded 
by me and individual donations directly to MNDA. 
Due to the circumstances at the time, only a small gathering was 
permitted for Stewart’s funeral and, more recently, the interment of 
ashes but there will be a celebration, of a life well lived, when 
restrictions have been lifted. 
Stay safe and thank you again.  Jackie and family. 
 
This Prayer was found amongst Stewart's papers - Written by Stewart 
 

To the Trinity I make my prayer, O Lord grant that I may always know your 
presence: that I may feel it with me, guiding me through the stormy waters of 
this life. 
 
May my choices and my decisions be yours: my actions and words be yours 
and my worship and praise be worthy of your boundless love for me. 
 
Pray that I may always know my failings and shortcomings and be ready and 
willing to acknowledge them, that through your divine grace may I receive 
your forgiveness. May my life be one of following my Lord such that I am 
worthy for my soul to rest in the eternal peace of heaven.          Amen 

 

NATIONAL CHURCH NEWS  
 
Dr John Sentamu's historic 15-year reign as Archbishop of York came to 
an end last month when he placed his crozier, the symbol of his office, on 
the high altar at York Minster and then knelt in prayer.. Bishop Stephen 
Geoffrey Cottrell will be confirmed as the 98th Archbishop of York this 
month. The service, at 11am on Thursday 9th July, will be broadcast 
entirely via video conference due to the Coronavirus restrictions. 
 
The service, which had been due to take place in York Minster, will be in 
two parts. A legal ceremony with readings, prayers and music, will be 
followed by a film marking the start of Bishop Stephen’s ministry as 
Archbishop of York. 
 
Bishop Stephen Cottrell says: “I am looking forward to beginning my ministry as the 98th Archbishop 
of York. This isn’t quite how I imagined it would begin. It is certainly the first time an Archbishop’s 
election will have been confirmed via video conference. But we’re all having to re-imagine how we live 
our lives and how we inhabit the world. 
 
“These are difficult times. My hope is that through this service the love of God that is given us in Jesus 
Christ will shine out, perhaps even to those who while never attending a service in York Minster, might 
have a look online. Following in the footsteps of my many predecessors, I look forward to serving our 
nation and bringing the love and peace of Christ to our world, especially here in the north.” 
 
The service will be available on the Church of England website. Arrangements for Bishop Stephen’s 
enthronement service will be announced later in the year. 
 
 



 

 
  

 

 

 

We don’t think anyone in our community should have to face going hungry. That’s 
why we provide three days’ nutritionally balanced emergency food and support to 
local people who are referred to us in crisis. We are part of a nationwide network 
of foodbanks, supported by The Trussell Trust, working to combat poverty and 
hunger across the UK. 

Our foodbank works using a voucher referral system. Find out more about how we 
work. We know that anyone can find themselves at crisis point for a number of 
different reasons. 

In order to provide the most appropriate help for the circumstances of your 
situation we work with local agencies. If they feel you are struggling to put food 
on the table, they will issue you with a foodbank voucher. The local agency can 
also provide long term support if needed to help address some of the issues 
behind the reasons for your crisis.  
Our foodbank works with a number of different agencies, such as Citizens Advice, 
children’s centres and health visitors. To find out more about the agencies that 
hold our vouchers and how you can get help, please contact us. 
When you visit a referral agency they will take some basic details from you to 
complete the voucher. This will help them to identify the cause of your crisis and 
offer practical guidance. It also means we are able to prepare suitable emergency 
food for the right number of people. 
Once you have been issued with a voucher, you can exchange this for a minimum 
of three days of emergency food at your 
nearest foodbank centre. 
If you are a referral agency and would like to 
become a registered voucher holder for our 
foodbank, please contact us to find out more. 
 
 
  

https://tamworth.foodbank.org.uk/contact-us/
https://tamworth.foodbank.org.uk/get-help/whats-in-a-food-parcel/
https://tamworth.foodbank.org.uk/locations/
https://tamworth.foodbank.org.uk/contact-us/


 

ST JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL   
 
The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from 
‘Uncle Eustace’… 
 
The Rectory 
St James the Least 
 
My dear Nephew Darren 

When producing material for your magazine or church services, beware the computer spell-
checker.  We once let our own system check a Christmas carol sheet and, on the night, found 
ourselves obliged to sing “away in a manager”, mangers apparently being unknown to our 
machine. 

If you use special sheets regularly, it seems a law of nature – as with metal coat hangers – 
that they all intermingle while no one is watching. Thus, on Easter Day, half the congregation 
will have been issued with sheets for Harvest, which will only become obvious once the service 
begins. The first hymn will be entirely lost while sidesmen scuttle about looking for 
replacements only to find that there won’t be enough of them anyway and then the second 
hymn will be lost while others helpfully wander about church donating their sheets to those 
looking helpless and then trying to find someone to share with. 

Never, ever, print on them ‘Do not take home’ as this will only ensure everyone does so. I have 
sometimes wondered if the instruction ‘Take this sheet home for reference’ would ensure that 
they stayed neatly arranged in the pews after the service. And if it is a service where babies 
are likely to be present, be assured that many of the copies will be returned half chewed and 
coated with bits of whatever the infant had for breakfast. There must be a market for paper 
treated with a child-repellent flavour for such occasions. 

Anyone who thinks we are an unimaginative nation should visit a church after a special service 
to see how many places members of congregations can invent to hide the booklets: under 
kneelers, neatly folded and hidden inside hymn books, among flower arrangements and behind 
heating pipes so that no one can quite reach them. They then lurk there reproachfully for the 
next ten years until mice solve the problem. 

No, stick to large, hard bound books. They are resistant to teeth and are too substantial to be 
hidden in pockets. Their only drawback is that they tend to fall victim to the pull of gravity at 
the quietest moments. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

The Psalmist’s words have rung poignantly in my ears over the last weeks, as we have been 
unable to enter our churches to worship together. At the time I am writing, the timetable for our 
re-entry into church buildings is not yet clear, as it will be dependent on the government’s 
gradual easing of restrictions, which in turn is contingent upon the effectiveness of those 
restrictions in containing the spread of the coronavirus. We do know, though, that we will have 
to move through different phases in taking up again the use of our churches, that many 
precautions will need to be taken to ensure that our churches are safe and clean, and that 
some limitations (on singing, on numbers, on distancing) will remain in place. 
Nevertheless, there will be a time when ‘our feet shall stand within the gates’ of our churches 
together, and I look forward to that with eager anticipation. The closure of our buildings has 
been the right decision to help protect the common good of our society’s health, but it has not 
been easy: we have been missing these places we love, hallowed by the prayers of 
generations; we have been missing the real fellowship of one another, fellow members of the 
body of Christ; and we have been missing sharing together in that body and blood in 
communion. When we meet again we will indeed be glad; and it will be for our churches 
collectively a time of restoration, a return from exile.  
In the Bible, times of exile are of course full of longing for restoration; but they are also times 
of re-imagination. God’s people during their years in Babylon learned so much more about the 
purposes of their God that they were able to shape their life in a new way when they returned 
to Jerusalem. And our own, much shorter, exile has been a time of re-imagination for us too. 
We have learned new ways of being together in virtual reality; we have found new patterns of 
worship; we have discovered in a new way what it means to serve our communities. While our 
buildings have been closed, our churches have been very much alive and learning. And it is 
vital that we should take that new learning into our restored life together as we re-enter our 
churches. 
Here are a few points of learning, taken from an evangelical website, which I have found 
helpful. The writer suggests that in our experience of this lockdown, God has been training us:  

• as we are unable to gather physically as churches, to appreciate the vital importance of 

meeting together;  

• as we feel our individual weakness and vulnerability, to repent of our self-dependence;  

• as the vulnerable are in self-isolation for a long period, to care for others and put their 

needs ahead of our own; as we find ourselves restricted in our homes and communities, 

to gain a renewed evangelistic heart for our neighbours;  

• if we find ourselves confined at home with family, to deepen our relationships;  

• as we find ourselves unable to do many of the things we have taken for granted, to 

value what really matters in life; as we find ourselves threatened by something affecting 

the whole of society, to value good government;  

• as we find ourselves with time on our hands, to regain a habit of daily prayer and bible 

reading;  

• as we find ourselves in awe of healthcare workers and those performing essential jobs, 

to free us from our adulation of over-paid celebrities and sports stars;  

• as we feel the fear of death and frailty of life, to appreciate the gospel hope of 

resurrection with joyful confidence in the future that awaits us;  



• as we sense that the lock-down is going to last longer than we first imagined, to value 

the virtues of patience and long-suffering;  

• as we begin to understand the devastating impact that the virus will have in less 

developed countries, to regain our passion for world mission and to care for our poorer 

brothers and sisters around the world. 

These are things for us to take to heart in our own individual 
lives and in our local churches. We will also need to shape 
new ways of planning our mission and ministry at a 
diocesan and at a national level, and work is already 
beginning on that. In all that we do, as individuals or as 
churches, we will need to hold together the twin themes of 
restoration and re-imagination. So we pray, in the words of 
the eucharistic prayer for Lent that we were using at the 
beginning of all this, that through a pilgrimage of prayer and 
discipline we may grow in grace and learn to be your people 
once again. 
 

Michael 
Bishop of Lichfield  

 

 

 

 

 

 
The magic of moths    

During lockdown we have been running a moth trap in our garden on fair weather nights. This has 
proved both rewarding and frustrating. Rewarding when you see how many nocturnal creatures use 
the garden and frustrating because there are over 2,500 different moths in the British Isles. This is an 
astonishing number, considering there are 59 butterfly species. 
 
We have a good identification book, there are excellent websites and experienced moth enthusiasts 
are very helpful when sent photos, but we are beginners, looking at the big and beautiful rather than 
the ‘small brown jobs’. Many moths have marvellous names; I yearn to see Satin Lutestring, Smoky 
Wainscot, Toadflax Brocade, Least Carpet, Cloaked Pug and Dark Spinach. 

 
Species emerge in bursts, often in large numbers, we started seeing Hebrew Characters, moved on to 
Buff Ermines and Heart & Darts, then Elephant and Poplar Hawkmoths. The Peppered Moth was a 
thrill, this adapted to a blackened landscape, changing colour for camouflage in industrial areas during 
the nineteenth century. Thankfully, it is now pale again. 

 

Our garden was created from scratch over the last twenty years, so it is amazing to glimpse the 
biodiversity that comes in when encouraged. We can help you to make churchyards more welcoming 
to wildlife too. If you would like a glimpse of the moths already using your churchyard, we may be able 
to arrange for someone (more experienced than me!) to visit.  

    

All the best 

Harriet Carty, 

Diocesan Churchyard Environmental Advisor, harriet@cfga.org.uk  

www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk  - individuals and groups in the diocese receive 20% members 
discount on all CfGA materials. Use the discount code Lich19 

mailto:harriet@cfga.org.uk
http://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/


ONLINE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE OPENED AT ST PAUL’S 
St Paul’s Cathedral has launched Remember Me, an online book of remembrance for all those who 
have been living in the UK who have died as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. People of all faiths, 
beliefs or none are invited to contribute to Remember Me.   
HRH The Prince of Wales , who recorded a video message,  said: “This virtual book of remembrance 
is here not just to recall our loss and sorrow, but also to be thankful for everything good that those we 
have loved brought into our lives.”  
Family, friends and carers of those who have died can submit, free of charge, the name, photograph 
and a short message in honour of a deceased person via the Remember Me website. The deceased 
person must have been living in the UK. Remember Me will be open for entries for as long as 
needed.   It is intended that the Remember Me site will become a physical memorial at the Cathedral.  

 
FREE NATIONAL PHONELINE BRINGING WORSHIP AND PRAYER 
Government figures show that 2.5 million people aged 75 and above have never used the internet. And 
so, to help them, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, recently launched a free national 
phoneline to bring worship and prayer into the homes of those without access to the internet. 
 
Daily Hope, which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – offers music, prayers and reflections 
as well as full worship services from the Church of England. 
 
ONE IN 20 STARTS PRAYING SINCE CORONAVIRUS BEGAN 
Is the nation turning to God in prayer? Well, not quite yet, but recent research from Tearfund has shown 
that prayer is more common than many would think, with just under half (44%) of UK adults saying that 
they pray, and one in twenty (5%) saying they have started praying during the lockdown.  
In addition, a quarter (24%) of UK adults say they have watched or listened to a religious service since 
lockdown, 5% of whom say they have never been to church before. Some churches are seeing double, 
sometimes triple, the number of people watching their Sunday meetings online that would normally 
attend in person. 
In Augustine’s prayer, ‘You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they find their 
rest in you’. Could it be that as the noise and busyness of normal life have subsided, restlessness has 
started to surface and, faced with new fears and uncertainties, hearts have started to turn to God? 
 
Let this research give you a new courage to offer to pray for people you know who are struggling, or 
invite them to watch an online service, or make a call to Daily Hope on 0800 804 8044. And let’s also 
turn our prayers and actions beyond our immediate horizons to remember that we are part of a global 
community all battling this pandemic. 

  
 
YOUR GARDEN IS GOOD FOR YOU 
 
Spending time in your garden will do your 
wellbeing as much good as if you were 
living in a wealthy neighbourhood.   
So says a recent study by the University 
of Exeter and the Royal Horticultural 
Society (RHS). It has found that 71 per 
cent of people who used their garden went 
on to report good general health, as 
compared to 61 per cent who did not use 
their outdoor space. A similar difference in 
wellbeing was seen between the highest 
and lowest income groups. 
The study also found that those of us who 
love our gardens are far more likely to 
have greater levels of physical activity and 
much higher psychological wellbeing. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.rememberme2020.uk/
http://www.rememberme2020.uk/


THE CORONAVIRUS, CHURCH & YOU SURVEY 
 
You are invited to take part in this national survey. 
The Covid-19 pandemic has obviously had a profound effect on churches. The lockdown has 
severely restricted ministry in areas such as pastoral care, fellowship groups, and serving the 
community. On the other hand, for those with online access, worship has taken on new and 
creative forms over the last few weeks. Many clergy and ministry teams have risen to the challenge 
of operating in the virtual environment.  
As we pass the most severe period of lockdown, it seems a good time to assess how churchgoers 
have responded to the experience, and what they think the future might hold. How well have 
people coped with the pandemic? Has it strengthened or weakened their faith? How has it been 
for clergy and ministry teams trying to work in this new environment? How have those receiving 
ministry found this novel experience? Will virtual ministry become part of the post-pandemic 
landscape, and will this be a good move for your church? 
We have developed a survey over the last few weeks in discussion with bishops, clergy and lay 
people which we hope will enable you to record your experience of the pandemic, the ministry 
you have given or received, and what you think will happen to churches in a post-pandemic world.  
 
The Bishop of Manchester, David Walker, wrote: “This survey is an attempt to go beyond 
anecdote… It will capture evidence of both excitement and fears for the future, of where stress 
levels have changed, and whether personal faith has weakened or grown.” 
This is an online survey, which we estimate it will take you about 20-30 minutes to complete. Most 
of the questions simply require you to tick boxes, though there are options to specify your 
particular circumstances, and an opportunity at the end for you to tell us your views in your own 
words. Alongside questions about the pandemic and ministry there are sections which ask about 
you: these are important because they will allow us to see how the lockdown is affecting different 
sorts of people in different contexts.  
The survey can be completed on mobile phones, though it is more quickly completed on devices 
with larger screens such as tablets or computers. You can access using the following link: 
https://tinyurl.com/ycsq9fy2  
 
The Revd Professor Andrew Village, York St John University  a.village@yorksj.ac.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/ycsq9fy2
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15TH JULY - ST SWITHUN (OR SWITHIN), SAINT FOR A RAINY DAY 
 
St Swithun is apparently the saint you can blame for rainy 
summers. It is said that if it rains on his special day, 15th July, it will 
then rain for 40 days after that. It all began when Swithun was made 
Bishop of Winchester in 852 by King Ethelwulf of Wessex. It was 
an important posting: Winchester was the capital of Wessex, and 
during the 10 years Swithun was there, Wessex became the most 
important kingdom of England.    
 
During his life, instead of washing out people’s summer holidays, 
and damping down their spirits, Swithun seems to have done a lot 
of good. He was famous for his charitable gifts and for his energy 
in getting churches built. When he was dying in 862, he asked that 
he be buried in the cemetery of the Old Minster, just outside the 
west door.   
 
If he had been left there in peace, who knows how many rainy 
summers the English may have been spared over the last 1000 
years. But, no, it was decided to move Swithun. By now, the 960s, 
Winchester had become the first monastic cathedral chapter in England, and the newly installed monks 
wanted Swithun in the cathedral with them. So finally, on 15 July 971, his bones were dug up and 
Swithun was translated into the cathedral.   
 
That same day many people claimed to have had miraculous cures. Certainly everyone got wet, for the 
heavens opened. The unusually heavy rain that day, and on the days following, was attributed to the 
power of St Swithun. Swithun was moved again in 1093, into the new Winchester cathedral. His shrine 
was a popular place of pilgrimage throughout the middle ages. The shrine was destroyed during the 
Reformation and restored in 1962. There are 58 ancient dedications to Swithun in England.   
 
 
 
30TH JULY  WILLIAM WILBERFORCE, OLAUDAH EQUIANO & THOMAS CLARKSON 
 
During the 18th century many people in England were involved in the campaign to abolish the slave 
trade. The Church of England remembers especially William Wilberforce, Olaudah Equiano and 
Thomas Clarkson - three very different but all tireless campaigners against the evil practice. 
 
Thomas Clarkson (1760-1846) was an Anglican clergyman and one of the most prominent of the anti-
slavery campaigners. In 1787 he helped form the first Abolitionist Committee, and his energy and hatred 
of injustice made him a ‘moral steam-engine’. He travelled hundreds of miles, gathering evidence from 
people caught up in the slave trade, from ship captains to doctors.  
 
Olaudah Equianon (1745 – 1797) had been kidnapped in Nigeria, sold into slavery and sent to the 
West Indies. When he finally escaped, he made his way to London and became one of the most 
prominent black campaigners. His brutal autobiography of 1789 ran to nine reprints, and was translated 
into many languages, bringing home to people the horrors of the slave trade. 
 
William Wilberforce (1759 – 1833), of course, became the main figurehead in Parliament.  He came 
from a wealthy family in Kingston-upon-Hull and represented the town in Parliament. He was recruited 
by Thomas Clarkson, who saw the need for a brilliant advocate within Parliament. Wilberforce was an 
inspired choice: not only wealthy and well-connected, but a gifted orator with a social conscience, 
especially after his conversion in 1785. He made his first speech in Parliament against slavery in 1789, 
but it was not until 1807, after a debate that raged for many years, that the Abolition Act was finally 
passed. 

 
 
 



PSALM 46 – A PSALM OF COMFORT IN ANXIOUS TIMES 
 
To say that we are living in uncertain times is an understatement! Psalm 46 speaks into our 
anxiety and fear, just as it did to Israel originally. At this time, we must focus on God, who 
alone can deliver us in such times. 
 
He is our refuge: ‘God is our refuge 
and strength, an ever-present help in 
trouble.’ (1). In the midst of our 
difficulties, God promises Himself to be 
our refuge, strength and help. A ‘refuge’ 
is a place of trust, where God promises 
to protect us. When the whole world is 
turned upside down, we can come to 
Him without fear. 
 
He is our resource: ‘There is a river 
whose streams make glad the city of 
God, the holy place where the Most 
High dwells.’ (4,5). Jerusalem was able 
to withstand enemy attack, because of 
the water that resourced it. For us, this 
is a picture of the presence of God’s 
Spirit, who resources us when we are 
under pressure. This psalm promises 
that God’s is with is in all our troubles 
on a daily basis: ‘The Lord Almighty is 
with us...’ (7,11).  
 
He is our ruler: ‘He says, ‘Be still, and 
know that I am God; I will be exalted 
among the nations, I will be exalted in 
the earth.’ (10). When we consider all 
that God has done in the past, we can 
see the way in which He has worked 
among us to provide, protect, and 
deliver us. We are called to ‘cease 
fighting’ God and surrender our lives to 
God. Let’s worship Him, as we let go 
fear and as we depend on Him in this 
current time of crisis.  
 
‘A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; our helper he, amid the flood of mortal 
ills prevailing’ (Martin Luther). 

 
 
 
 
 
 



The National Memorial Arboretum has re-opened 
 
The National Memorial Arboretum, in Staffordshire, has reopened allowing pre-booked visitors to 
explore the outdoor elements of the 150-acre garden and woodland site. To ensure the safety of 
everyone on site, the Arboretum is implementing a series of measures, in accordance with Government 
and industry guidance. People will need to book their vehicle online at 
(https://www.maximcloud.co.uk/nationalmemorialarboretum/eventslist/) before arriving at the 
Arboretum (£4 for four wheeled vehicles, £0 for standard motorbikes) and a limited number of spaces 
will be available each day. Anyone without a valid booking will not be admitted to the site and the 
Arboretum is encouraging people to only book dates they can definitely attend on to ensure as many 
people are possible can enjoy the site after almost three months of closure. 

An enhanced cleaning regime is in operation in high footfall areas, including the toilets. Measures to 
keep the Arboretum team and visitors safe, including hygiene screens, are also in place. Visitors are 
encouraged to wash their hands frequently during their outing and contactless payment options are 
available. 

Throughout their time at the Arboretum, visitors will need to maintain the social distancing guidelines 
mandated by the Government. Onsite signage, one-way pathways and queuing systems for facilities 
will also need be followed. Anyone required to remain in isolation due to current Government guidelines 
should not visit the Arboretum at this time. 

Visitors will only be permitted to enter the grounds and use the toilets in the Remembrance Centre. The 
Armed Forces Memorial, one of the most iconic features of the Arboretum, is open to visitors, however 
capacity is limited at any one time and a one-way system in place. 

The shop, restaurant, coffee shop, exhibition galleries, chapel, playgrounds and Far East Prisoners of 
War building will remain closed until the Arboretum believes it is safe to re-open them and it is permitted 
to do so. The Daily Act of Remembrance will be relayed into the amphitheatre, but all other talks, tours 
and activities, including the land train, are not operating. Scooters and wheelchairs will be unable for 
hire until further notice; visitors are encouraged to bring their own if required. 

Philippa Rawlinson, Managing Director of the National Memorial Arboretum, said: “Although 
undoubtedly for a much greater good, we were incredibly sad to close to our visitors in March. Over the 
past months the importance and benefits of enjoying green space have been brought to the fore, and I 
know that many people are as eager to visit our site, as we are to welcome them. 

The introduction of a system requiring visitors to pre-book a visit is as unprecedented as our recent 
closure; however, it is an essential tool that will allow us to safely manage the number of people on site 
and we will not be admitting people without a valid booking. I hope people will respect and comply with 
the new procedures we have put in place to protect our visitors and staff while enjoying their visit.” 

 

http://tracking.vuelio.co.uk/tracking/click?d=G1aoNav_NEwX0_vRdV2PEx4-HjMAnDw9YTANJRWYiM0TrmdH1b5Yk9sU-xlUHIcYZ_tT3OcG7_VWuUWTgY9j35QKLUIf9Usy5Pt1JnY3a5jRb2cxZnUSOGknU2A3r7dkJqQUZPqT4gRCsIMjEuJGCAVOP48SVh7_tDk-I8yMYFkMaW41uN7GbfEhjCEbS83vIg2
http://tracking.vuelio.co.uk/tracking/click?d=G1aoNav_NEwX0_vRdV2PEx4-HjMAnDw9YTANJRWYiM0TrmdH1b5Yk9sU-xlUHIcYZ_tT3OcG7_VWuUWTgY9j35QKLUIf9Usy5Pt1JnY3a5jFPTqTrDQw716icqdCKINXd9u8con4v84D79Jlftn1Ki5j3o4qvTXl43Z0DU4tCzWuef_FYUws4F3-Ko_XvdiKJA2


 



            CLIFTON CAMPVILLE 
 
If you know anyone in the village who would welcome a pastoral visit or who would appreciate help 
with transport to a Church Service or if you would like to volunteer in any way to assist with the 
work of the Church please contact your Churchwarden, Sarah Ennis, on 01827 898108. 

sj_ennis@hotmail.com 

 
 

 

  ST ANDREW’S NEEDS YOUR HELP NOW 
Can you commit to give a regular monthly amount ? 

(Gift Aid can add 25% to tax payer donations) 

If so, please contact our Treasurer or Churchwarden 

 
Our beautiful, but ancient Church building is in constant need of repair and the Grade 1 listing always 

adds expense. Over the years, villagers have ‘rallied round’ to support major campaigns which have rebuilt the 
Spire, replaced the roof, repaired the Tower and Organ, installed much the needed Kitchen, Toilet and Vestry 
etc. There are still enormous amounts of other repair work needed which our architect noted in his Quinquennial 
review, but these are not our immediate priority. A ‘Planned Giving’ campaign was due to begin at Easter to ask 
for your support but Covid 19 rendered this impracticable. The brutal truth is that we cannot meet our outgoings 
with the income we currently receive, and we have no real reserves to fall back on. Please take this appeal very 
seriously. Either you support the church in Clifton, or you may lose it ……. 

 

 

    

   

Thank you for considering making a regular donation to St Andrews Church.  Church 
funds are critically low and without the support of donations from our community, 
the church will not be able to remain open. 
 
A regular donation can be made via Standing Order or set up through online banking 
services (full details obtainable from our Treasurer - see below)   
 
Please also consider completing a Gift Aid Form.  If you are a UK tax payer the 
church will benefit from an additional 25% donation on top of any donation that you 
feel able to make.  Forms can be returned to the Treasurer, Churchwarden or any of 
the Parochial Church Council at any time. 
 
Please be assured that any donation, large or small, is gratefully received. 
 
Thank you, 
Clifton Campville Parochial Church Council 
 
For full details please speak to: 
Gill Bird, Treasurer 
Thancian, 22 Chestnut Lane, Clifton Campvilee, Tamworth, Staffordshire, B79 0BN 
Tel: 0784 347032/01827 373145 / E mail: cliftoncampvillepcc@outlook.com 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sj_ennis@hotmail.com


 

 
 
 

MILLENNIUM GREEN 
Our Rector, John Grice, is a regular user of the Green. He visits with his family to have a go on the play 
equipment, kick a ball around, and develop in his children a familiarity with God’s creation, the natural 
world. He commented recently on the value of the amenity for the mental health of the community, 
especially during this troubled time.  
Many of us find the Green a place of great peace and spirituality. Strolling around, sitting on the benches 
or on the grass, the birds and other creatures, the trees and plants, all bring us so close to nature. 
This is an ideal place to let go of your worries, your pressures, your hectic life-style, and enjoy a sense of 
goodness. A visit to the Green is an excellent way to get some physical exercise. But a half hour visit can 
do much to restore and maintain your mental health in this all-too-busy world. And if you know someone 
with mental health troubles, why not encourage them to join you on a visit? It could benefit you both greatly. 
 
… And what a sight when you get up there! The hawthorn is in magnificent bloom, bluebells spread in the 
woodland look magnificent, and the meadows are a blaze of colour with cowslips, buttercups and ox-eyed 
daisies. A visit to the pond reveals a good display of iris, and the pond itself has produced a good crop (?? 
-  what’s the collective noun?) of tadpoles, so we can expect a croaking good choir this summer. 
 
One of the delights of visiting the Green is finding some of the painted stones that appear, disappear, then 
reappear somewhere else. Look out for these lovely pieces of art that are a pleasure to find and look at 
during your walk. Do we have stone fairies on the Green? 
The otherwise most welcome hot weather has unfortunately produced drought conditions that are 
threatening some of the newer plantings, in particular the fruit and nut grove and the hedge alongside the 
main entrance. Fortunately, the Rector has offered to let us use the church tap, therefore some trustees 
and friends of the Green have been able to take containers of water to the worst affected areas, but this 
is hard manual work. We are therefore so grateful to the church and to the people who have laboured to 
do this vital work. 
Maintaining the Green involves hard work throughout the year, and the lack of income from a country fair 
this year means that the Trust cannot afford to pay contractors. But the friends who do turn out to help get 
a healthy feeling of satisfaction – and of course help maintain this most valuable amenity for the whole 
community. Do let us know if you would like to give a hand sometime. 
 
As lockdown rules are being eased, we must stay strong, stay alert - and stay safe.  
 
These are strange times we are living through – who would have thought it would be like this 6 months, or 
even 3 months, ago!  but the Blitz Spirit is still within us as we do what we have to do, to survive this  
predatory pandemic.  
 
Remember, for all our sakes, stay alert to the dangers & save strain on the NHS and all key workers.  
These devoted and diligent professionals need us to be aware of the dangers - we cannot afford to let  
our guard down and let it in!   
Here are a couple of Mark Twain quotes for the month to keep us going -  
 
“Sing like no one is listening, Love like you’ve never been hurt, dance like nobody's watching, and live like 
it's heaven on earth.” &  
 “Good friends, good books, and a sleepy conscience: this is the ideal life.”      
So switch that radio on & jive away the blues, there’s nobody watching - honest!  
 
VILLAGERS FACEBOOK GROUP    
We Villagers are pulling together and helping each other with shopping and moral support. So a big THANK 
YOU to all those kind helpers. If you want to keep up to date with happenings in the village, then get 
yourself on the ‘Clifton Campville – Villagers’ Facebook group.  There are some great posts & pictures, 
especially of the 75th VE Day celebrations, showing houses decked with bunting.  
 
How is your garden looking?  You could share photos on the Facebook page of your beautifully tended 
lockdown garden or share your efforts on a new hobby you’ve taken up!  
 
To anyone self-isolating / social distancing – as we are – I say hang-on in there!  How are you getting on 
with the list of all those jobs you’ve been putting-off?  Or, why not take up a new craft? 

https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/HYd0_HaCAI4uG
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/HYd0_HaCAI4uG


 

 
 
 

ART &CRAFT 
“Instead of worrying about what you cannot control, shift your energy to what you can create.”  

― Roy T. Bennett 
 
How are your projects coming along?  Did you try any of the ideas I mentioned last month?   If not, check out 
our ‘Art & Craft Group’ photos under ‘Village Hall’ / ‘VH Events Pics’ on our ‘Clifton Campville website 
(www.cliftoncampville.com). They may give you some ideas – you will be spoilt for choice!  If you have been 
creative, post your creations on the Villagers Facebook page!  
 
GENEALOGY  
Well - have you started your Family Tree yet?  This is the perfect time to check it out, now you’ve got all the 
time in the world to talk to Aunt Maud!  What was it she said that she did in the war?  Don’t let this opportunity 
to reconnect with distant relatives slip by.Get their insight into how they coped during the war and how they  
are coping now and get some really useful information for your family tree. I know we cannot visit Family History 
record centres, or Archive libraries at the moment, but remember, there is lots of information now online, 
including census information and military archives for you to check out.  
 
VILLAGE HALL PROJECT 
RJK Construction (Midlands) Ltd has almost finished our new Village Hall.  We are hoping to have it handed 
back to us at the end of June (fingers crossed!).  Shame we can’t use it at the moment!   It’s looking good & 
we can’t wait to get back in!  We have lots of events we want to share with you all once these unprecedented  
times are over. In the meantime, don’t forget to check-out our ‘Village Hall Rebuild Update’ link on the left of 
the front page of the Clifton Campville website (www.cliftoncampville.com) for progress on this historical 
building’s renovation, together with photos.  
 
COUNTRY FAIR / LIVE ON THE GREEN 
What a shame we had to postpone our Country Fair until next year.  Remember the date for your diary next 
year – Saturday 12th June 2021. 
 
HISTORY IN THE MAKING  You’ve now got the time to rummage through all those old photographs – 
no excuses.  If you have old photos or any family history languishing in the loft, then please dig them out & 
contact Helen Pugh (Chairperson) h2opugh@gmail.com for details about copying the items for future 
generations. To see all the artefacts & photos unearthed so far, go to the Clifton Campville & Haunton 
History Society Facebook page.  Happy Hunting!   
 
VILLAGE HALL EVENT PHOTOS-If anyone has any photos from previous events which they would like 
posted on the cliftoncampville.com website, then please email them to me at ccvhall2018@gmail.com and I 
will ask John Bainbridge to post them.  Thank you.  
 
So keep a hold of your sanity folks – but remember, if you do meet up with your friends and family adhere to 
the Government’s guidelines on social distancing. Sadly, it looks like we are going to be living with Covid-19 
for a while. 
 
“It's a dangerous business, Frodo, going out your door. You step onto the road, and if you don't keep your 
feet, there's no knowing where you might be swept off to.”  
― J.R.R. Tolkien (Lord of the Rings)  
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edingale                       
HOLY TRINITY CHURCH - Opening the door to all & growing together to serve God in our community.  

If you know anyone who would welcome a pastoral visit, please contact your churchwarden Ken Pilgrim 
(383050) so that the appropriate arrangements can be made.

 

50/50 CLUB. 
 
Congratulations to the winners of the  June Draw: 
 
1st prize  £10.00  No. 35   Mrs N Thorpe 
2nd prize   £5.00   No. 51   Mrs A Hancock 
3rd Prize   £5.00   No. 19   Mrs E  Parkes 
 
Congratulations to the winners of the July Draw: 
1st prize  £10.00  No.  45  Mrs G Harrison 
2nd Prize  £5 .00   No. 13   Mrs Y Matthews 
3rd Prize  £5.00   No. 20   Mr G Green 
 

 
EDINGALE OPEN GARDENS 2020  
Every two years, the lovely village of Edingale delights villagers with its open garden’s festival.  For 2020, 
the festival was to be combined with a scarecrow and music event, all to raise funds for good causes in 
and around the village.  The Covid 19 pandemic meant that the Open Gardens festival was one of many 
that had to be put on hold.  At the same time, the long sunny period we experienced in the spring this year 
combined with the lockdown meant that gardeners had more time than ever to invest their creative 
talents.  The event organisers therefore decided not to let this go to waste and the weekend of the 20th 
and 21st June was celebrated virtually with almost 200 photos posted to the open gardens Facebook page 
and highlights on the Edingale Parish Council website.  Thanks to Coralie Wells for taking the pictures and 
to all our gardeners for taking part. 
  
BECAUSE IT’S THERE  
Edingale resident, Jim Meikle, has succumbed to an unusual lockdown challenge.  Hearing someone had 
climbed Mount Everest by going up and down stairs, Jim decided to have a go himself.  Everest stands at 
8848 metres in height and one flight of Jim’s stairs is 2.6 meters, so doing 3403.1 flights, gives a vertical 
ascent equivalent to sea level to the top of Everest.  From Base Camp he carried 2 kilos of water in a ruck 
sack to emulate the loss of oxygen; it took a total of 28 days.  He was assisted from time to time by Sherpa 
Jayne (his wife) and Sherpa Amber (his dachshund dog).  
  
EDINGALE VOLUNTEER GROUP  
Is working well helping villagers who need support. Please phone Lisa Baughen 07881 023233 or 
email lisabaughen@hotmail.co.uk  who will coordinate the collection of shopping or medical supplies, post 
mail or just have a friendly chat to cheer you up.  
 
EDINGALE PARISH COUNCIL  
will next meet on July 6th at 7.30pm on Zoom. Residents can contact edingalevillage@gmail.com to be 
sent a link to the meeting, and can then observe what is said or ask questions during the public session. 
Minutes, agendas and items of local news can be found on www.edingale-pc.co.uk The following meeting 
will be on September 7th so please check the notice board and website the week before that to find out 
the details. 
 
EDINGALE SUMMER SHOW - SATURDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER 
Lockdown has given plenty of time for residents to get their gardens in good shape and to rediscover those 
long-forgotten handicraft skills.  If all goes according to plan, residents will be able to display the fruits of 
their labours at the Edingale Show on Saturday 12th September.  Here is the list of competition entries.  Stay 
safe and have fun! 

 

mailto:lisabaughen@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:edingalevillage@gmail.com
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EDINGALE SUMMER SHOW SCHEDULE 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 
 

eLFORD 
St Peter's Church - Bringing the love of God to our Village' 

If you know of anyone who would welcome a pastoral visit, please contact your Focal Minister, Jackie Tyler 
(373248) 

 
During the period of lock-down in the village of Elford has lost four residents/former residents as 
well as our beloved Reverend Stewart Tyler. Our hearts go out to all the families of those departed 
who were unable to hold the funerals which, undoubtedly, they would have desired. In these 
strange times friends and neighbours have found other ways to pay tribute to those they have lost. 

 
Maureen Wright : 

31st December 1942 -5 April 2020 
Aged 77 years 

Maureen , her husband Malcolm and youngest daughter, Maureen, moved to Elford in 2008 following 
Maureen’s stroke in November 2007. Maureen’s devoted husband gave up his farming job to care for both 
Maureen and their youngest daughter.  
Maureen and Malcolm met as young teenagers and were to have celebrated their 57th wedding anniversary 
on 20 April 2020. Following their marriage Maureen often used to work on the farm in between caring for 
her five children. She was well-known for her love of children and following her move to Elford she would 
always love waving to the children and to neighbours who passed by her window. Sadly, owing to Covid 
19 Malcolm was unable to stay with Maureen when she was taken into Burton hospital, where she died 24 
hours after becoming ill.  
Neighbours lined The Beck to say their final goodbyes as Maureen made her journey to her final resting 
place at Fradley Crematorium.  
We extend our love, prayers and sympathy to Malcolm and their five children, Annette, Jill, Maccie, Jane 
and Maureen and their families. 

Dr Trevor Wragg 
3 April 1933-23 April 2020 

Aged 87 years 
Trevor passed away peacefully in his sleep on 23 April. His devoted wife Judy had been able to see him 
the day before, having cared for him at home until recent months. Trevor and Judy moved to Elford in 1988 
and they both liked to join in with village events. Trevor enjoyed a drink in the snug at The Crown where 
he played cribbage or dominoes with some of the older villagers at that time. He played Cricket for the 
Tamworth team for a long time alongside fellow Elfordian  the late Robin Norris. 
Trevor was a gifted scientist, fun-loving family man and a keen sportsman who never forgot his humble 
beginnings. Sadly, Trevor was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease ten years ago, which gradually took 
away his sharpness of mind but he was always pleased to see people and pass the time of day until his 
final two years when the illness progressed more rapidly.   
Villagers said their final goodbyes by lining the pavements as Trevor took his last journey from Elford to 
Fradley Crematorium on 21 May 2020.   
We extend our  love, prayers and sympathy to Trevor’s  wife  Judy,  daughter and son-in law Denise and 
Tony;  son and daughter in law Andrew and Sarah and their children Henry, Bella and Alexander.   
 

Liliana (Jean) Chamberlain 
April 25th 1933 –23rd May 2020 

Aged 87 years 
Long-standing Elfordian Jean Chamberlain passed away in Burton hospital on 23 May. Jean was a very 
kind lady who was held in high esteem and will forever be remembered for her cheerful smile.  Jean always 
had the time to stop and talk to neighbours as she walked, or in earlier times cycled, around the village. 
She was a keen gardener who joined the team of volunteers at the walled garden where she soon gained 
‘celebrity status’ and enjoyed the banter with fellow volunteers.  
Villagers lined the pavements as she made her journey to her final resting place at St Peter’s Church, 
Elford. Volunteers from Elford Hall Gardens lined the Avenue approaching the Church Entrance.  She will 
be missed greatly by all who knew her.  
We extend our love, prayers and deepest sympathy to Jean’s son Tony,  daughter Patricia and all family 
and friends.  



 

 
 

Reginald Lynes 
August 1926 – May 2020 

Age 93 years 
On May 17th 2020 Reginald Lynes departed this life and on June 3rd he was laid to rest in St Peter’s 
Churchyard beside his wife Marion who died in 1997. He was 93. The graveside service with close family 
was conducted by the Revd Nicky Busby from the Mease Valley Ministry Team. 
Reginald and Marion Lynes with their family were the last people to have lived in The Gardener’s Cottage 
at Elford Hall Gardens, the house which is now used as the Hall Gardens Project Headquarters. The family 
consisted of four children, three daughters and a son. They will be known by some of the long-standing 
members of our community, some of the family have remained friends with Elford villagers to this day.  
Reg, managed a small holding on the site, he was a keen gardener and is remembered as someone who 
could put his skills to most things, he was also an agricultural haulier. People recall that Marion his wife 
was a ‘Dinner Lady’ at Elford Village School.   
We are told that Reg died in a Nursing home in the West Midlands but in recent years he has been living 
in a house at Wigginton, where he moved to be near Robert. 
Reg now joins Marion to rest in peace and we ask you to remember his family especially at this time of 
sadness, particularly his children Chrisey, Barbara, Mary and Robert. 
 

Gerald Pickering 
June 8th 1931 – April 22nd 2020 

 
We have been sad to hear that Gerald Pickering died on the April 22nd 2020 at nearly 89 years old. Gerald 
lived most of his life in Elford and took over his father’s carpentry business on The Beck where he worked 
with his brother Philip. He and his wife Katherine Ellen lived in a house that they had built on the Burton 
Road.  Ellen, as she was known, died in 2009 but Gerald continued to live in the house until about 9 
months ago, when he moved to a Residential Home in Derbyshire.  

The Pickering family are well established in this community and 
Gerald was the eldest son in the family consisting of eight children. 
He had two older sisters, one younger and four younger brothers. 
Gerald was a sociable and hard-working man who took pride in his 
craft. He was also interested in antiques and admired beautiful 
furniture although his own woodwork skills focused on house 
building. He was interested in history and shared some of his 
memories about Elford’s historical past with the history group. 
He and his wife had a holiday home near Craven Arms, near to where 
Ellen came from and they would often stay there enjoying its scenic 
countryside. He loved nature and his gardens.  
Known in the family to be a generous person, gifts of garden flowers 
and produce, would appear on people's doorsteps! He outlived three 
of his younger brothers, Brian, Philip and Keith, and his sister, Joyce, 
but his presence will be sadly missed by his two remaining sisters, 
Olive and Mavis and his brother Trevor; the rest of his family and his 
close friends. 
Gerald has been laid to rest bedside his wife in the churchyard at 
Stokesay, in Shropshire. May he Rest in Peace. 
 

Give rest O Christ to your servants Maureen, Trevor, Reg, Jean and Gerald as they rest with the saints, 
where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

ELFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
will hold the next meeting on Monday 13th July online 
via zoom. Residents are welcome to observe the 
video meeting or to attend the open forum at 7pm to 
ask questions or make comments. Please contact the 
clerk on clerk@elfordparish.co.uk prior to the meeting 
to be given a link to view the meeting on phone or 
computer (you do not have to download zoom first). 
 
The parish council does not normally meet in 
August.  A decision on when meetings will resume at 
the village hall will be taken when the current 
regulations are relaxed. Meeting agendas and 
minutes can be found on our 
website elfordparish.co.uk along with news and 
information about Elford, which can also be viewed 
via our Facebook page Elford News. 
 
SUPPORT YOUR WALLED GARDEN 
I am aware that this is a little long but PLEASE read it 
through.  
April is the time when ‘Friends of the Walled Garden 
pay their annual membership of £20. This year, with 
‘lockdown’, ‘Friends’ contributions to the upkeep of the 
walled garden is even more urgent as the temporary 
closure of the garden has inevitably cut the garden 
income stream from visitor donations and from sales at the produce stall. 
It is worth noting that the Walled Garden, a registered charity, is private land which has to be leased by the 
project. Right of access to the garden – which is currently free to all – is at the discretion of the Trustees. The 
Trustees want to keep it this way. 
Many villagers will have appreciated the value of the Walled Garden, particularly during this strange period 
of lockdown and self-isolation brought about by the Coronavirus. 
We are aware that many regular users of the walled garden site are neither volunteers nor ‘Friends of the 
Walled Garden’ and this is by way of an appeal to those of you who benefit from and appreciate the walled 
garden to give something back and to make your contribution to help keep the project going forward. The 
small income we receive from ‘Friends’ memberships helps to support the garden and secure its future. 
You can show your appreciation and support of the walled garden by becoming a ‘Friend’ and thus 
contributing towards the upkeep of the garden by your £20 financial contribution. Details of how this can be 
done are outlined below 
1. By placing cash or cheque (payable to Elford Hall Garden Project) in an envelope with an application form 
and then posting this into the donations box at the walled garden. 
2. By making a direct transfer to Lloyds Bank (sort code 30 00 03, account number 00461200 name: Elford 
Hall Garden Project). 
3. By posting your contribution with your application form direct to The Gardener’s House, Elford Hall Garden, 
Church Road, Elford, Tamworth, Staffs B79 9DA 
4. By setting up a standing order for this year and subsequent years. Application forms to do this can be 
downloaded from the website and returned to the address at the bottom of the form. 
5. And finally you can complete an application form on the website and pay by PayPal 
Membership Application Forms can be downloaded from the website www.elfordhallgarden.org 
You can also show your appreciation and support of the walled garden by becoming a volunteer once 
lockdown is ended. Several weeks have passed since volunteers were on site looking after the garden area. 
When we are allowed to return to our task, there will be much work needing to be done to return the garden 
to its ‘normal’ level of upkeep and we will be glad of (and desperate for) extra help from villagers as we try to 
lick the garden back into shape. 
Please consider this appeal sympathetically. The Walled Garden is a great asset to the village and to villagers 
and it deserves and needs your support. 
Thanks for reading this. Roger Thompson Trustee 
 

mailto:clerk@elfordparish.co.uk
http://elfordparish.co.uk/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.elfordhallgarden.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3UbTah8eEhkY1J_wMLYW_ggLbdIAWv9rLxtXRa-9bmq0UMNPwKq1LVMd8&h=AT07Le-aXcIT7UqQArpycIRhl8Xlp3Z9nu_SBid3QFdPlSCg3pwE7pZsmGyZzyW4V7TN8nnHoA7P4XPkugECGhnAIIQqkEkzrKlkhZE0rFW1jAbfDaGF4g2hP3St-vpDsyhkJaapQPdYgfPn2XEbPBySrLLqL9A


 

 
 

  HARLASTON 
St Matthews Church 

May you find peace through our door ajar – Welcome to all from near and far 
Harlaston Village Website can be visited at www.Harlaston.org.uk   

 
LIGHTING UP THE CHURCH 
 
The Church will be floodlit on the following days : 
 
6th July - for a villager with a very special birthday (Happy 90th Birthday Eric !) 
22nd July -  Mrs Elizabeth Usherwood 
28th July - Mr. Evan Mercer 

 
 
HANGING BASKETS FOR ST. MATTHEW’S 
 
A special thanks to Alison Taylor from Lichfield for once again providing the hanging baskets for the 
Church.  Alison’s parents were residents of Harlaston and were very involved with the village and the 
church at the time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MEASE VALLEY CHURCHES SUPPORT 
 
We would like to thank the Ministry for providing a service online each week since lockdown and for 
delivering the Pews News to those who do not have access to a computer, it has and continues to be 
much appreciated. 
 
 
BUTTONS URGENTLY REQUIRED! 

If anyone has spare buttons they would be much appreciated by Ann 
Green and family who are busy doing their bit for the NHS workers by 
making ‘flaps’ to go on masks which help prevent chafing. They need to 
be larger than shirt buttons but any colour will do. 
Please contact Ann on 383525 or drop them round to No.5 Manor Close. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.harlaston.org.uk/
http://ciencialgtbi.es/visibilizacion-lgtbiqa-en-la-sanidad-britanica/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


 
 

PLANES – MANUFACTURERS & MODELS WORD SEARCH 
And letters can also be used more than once!     TIP - This also includes new and old!  Good Luck  

X  Y Z G A L A X Y L O C K H E E D 

A D B B T D R A G O N R A P I D E 

I R O S P I T F I R E R E K K O F 

R E M D H G C I U R R E P P I L C 

B A B S T N O L G N I L R I T S F 

U M A O T G N A I J K L M N T O L 

S L R P E R C H T O M Y S P Y G A 

A I D W D C O P L E K N I E H L N 

V N I I R E R N Q R S T V A A O C 

R E E T O S D A G N A T R  B W S A 

O R R H C S S C T S D R E F K T S 

S G N C N N K O H J I I L K L E T 

T U M A O A I N B E O D P Q R R E 

A S P M C R T V R H W E D X Z M R 

R R F E E L A J I U B N A E C E A 

F A D L R E U F T R G T K U L T E 

I T B Z Y M V V A R S J O R A E L 

G S S R P E A S N I P U T O T O Y 

H I S J I S M R N C R N A F G R S 

T R E D P S P G I A U K S I N D A 

E T R B E E I U A N C E A G A H N 

R U T P R R R P R E E R L H T U D 

T P R Y E S E P D F G S G T S N E 

I O O  C P C I Y T S O D U E U T R 

G L F  K L H A W K M O N O R M E S 

E E G  I M M O G E H S A D B A R H 

R V N  L J I O O T L E L L O N O A 

M A I  A B T C D N L L L L E C T C 

O L Y C U T E M O C V I E I H I K 

T I L V T W K T L P X V N N E U L 

H A F A B O S C C U B A O G S Q E 

A N S O N I R D E P F H D H T S T 

S T E A R M A N I L J E C K E O O 

L M N B L E N H E I M D M O R M N 

  
SOPWITH CAMEL HARRIER JUMP 

JET 
HAWK  HUNTER MUSTANG TIGER MOTH 

ARMSTRONG 
SIDDELEY 

EUROFIGHTER MESSERSCHMITT BOEING BOMBARDIER CESSNA 

KITTY HAWK MIG  AIRBUS  STARFIGHTER GNAT GYPSY MOTH 

HALIFAX BRITANNIA STEARMAN BLENHEIM MOSQUITO CLIPPER 

TRIDENT DAKOTA BRISTOL PUP LANCASTER VICTOR 

GLOSTER METEOR SHACKLETON DEHAVILLAND VULCAN DREAMLINER CONCORDSK
I 

PIPER AVRO SPITFIRE TRISTAR LEAR STIRLING 

TYPHOON SUPERMARINE MANCEHSTER FOKKER TUPOLEV JUNKERS 

VALIANT LYSANDER GUPPY GALAXY SPRUCEGOOSE VAMPIRE 

MCDONELL 
DOUGLAS 

FLYING 
FORTRESS 

WELLINGTON BLERIOT ANSON COMET  

DRAGON RAPIDE CONCORDE HEINKEL LOCKHEED HURRICANE CUB 

Compiled by Julie Smale - May 2020 



 

 
 

 
VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEES 

 
CLIFTON-       CHAIR   Pat Moore, Pye Barn, Clifton Park     373924 

VICE CHAIR  David Lodge, 89 Main Street     373205 

                        SECRETARY Linda Fletcher, 22 St David's Road, Clifton   373142 

  COMMUNICATIONS  Julie Smale, 6 Tudor Rise    373524 

 TREASURER/ BOOKINGS Mrs P Green, 10 St David’s Road   373357 

 

CHILCOTE BOOKINGS/  Mrs M Kelsall, 2 Church Lane, Chilcote   373355 

  KEYS   Mrs M Williams, The Drey, Church Lane, Chilcote 373398 

 

EDINGALE     CHAIR               Lisa Thorpe, 67 Croxall Road, Edingale B79 9JH   383183 

                         SECRETARY Mrs Louise Acheson, Fields Farm Cottage, Croxall Rd                  383044 

             TREASURER    Louise Purkess, Church Farm, Church Lane B79 9JD                    383758 

             BOOKINGS  Louise Acheson      01827  383044 / 07837 510626 

ELFORD          CHAIR  Greg Watkins 22 The Beck, Elford B79 9BP   383076 

                         BOOKINGS/ADMIN  Sue Watkins,     22 The Beck, Elford B79 9BP  383076 

HARLASTON  CHAIRMAN     Mr Paul Syratt, 16 Churchside, Harlaston.                                     382966                                                 

SECRETARY    Mrs Philippa Wood, 12 Manor Lane B79 9JS                                382194 

                          SECRETARY/BOOKINGS:  Mr David Jackson , Meadow View, Manor Lane 383001 

                 email dcjcmj@btinternet.com  

 

NO MAN’S HEATH -       Village Hall available for hire:   Contact:  Frances Moger:  830532 

Bingo (fortnightly); Whist Drives (2nd and 4th Wednesday) 

 

CHILCOTE VILLAGE COMMITTEE 

CHAIR - Mrs Lucy Morton, Hurst Farm House, Netherseal Road, Chilcote DE12 8DU                 373666 

 

HARLASTON WOMENS INSTITUTE 

PRESIDENT;   Mrs  C Butterfield, 10 Church, Lane, Edingale B79 9JD  383853 

SECRETARY   Mrs R Beardsmore, 65 Croxall Rod, , Edingale.   383677 

    Email: rita.beardsmore@btinternet.com 

Meetings 2nd Monday in Month 7.3O p.m. in Harlaston Village Hall 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

CLIFTON   Helen Elliott, 85 Main Street, B79 0AX    373697 

EDINGALE    

ELFORD    

HARLASTON    

THORPE CONSTANTINE Pat Ford, l Clifton Lane, Thorpe Constantine, B79 0LJ  830672 

 

HARLASTON INDOOR BOWLS CLUB. 

CHAIRMAN   Mr Bill Hinds, 15 St David's Road, Clifton Campville  373438 

SECRETARY   Ms Jeanette Aldridge      

        

ELFORD CLUBS - CONTACTS 

CRICKET   Sally Hackett, Holly Cottage, Fisherwick WS14 9JL    

ART GROUP   Sue Thompson        383592 

FOOTBALL   Mr Mark Simmonds, 20 Croft Close, B79 9BU   382083 

CONEYBERRY MILLENIUM GREEN TRUST – CLIFTON CAMPVILLE 

SECRETARY   Sue Wadham 10 Lullington Lane, Clifton Campville  B79 0AU   373814 

PRE-SCHOOL GROUPS 

MEASE VALLEY MUNCHKINS - Tuesday AM at The Rectory, Clifton - Gemma Grice             373257 
EDINGALE LET’S PLAY! PARENT, BABY & TODDLER GROUP - Thursday AM 

Contact: Carina and see advert for more details:                 07592 092989 

ST ELIZABETH’S PRE-SCHOOL 

St Elizabeth’s Catholic Primary School, Coton Green  9.00-11.30am                     01827 214000   

mailto:dcjcmj@btinternet.com
mailto:rita.beardsmore@btinternet.com


 

 
 

S.O.S./EMERGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

 
POLICE – Lichfield          03001234455 

POLICE – NEW NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER:                   Dial 101 

Police Community Support Officer:  Costas Karpi                                                     0300 123 2345 Ext 17017 

email: Costas.Karpi@staffordshire.PNN.POLICE.UK 

FIRE (Tamworth)/AMBULANCE        Dial 999 

ELECTRICITY – Emergency 0800 056 8090       General Enquiries         0800363363 

WATER –  Supply Problems (24 hour service) 0800 3891011   Billing:      0845 60 70 456 

Aldergate Surgery –           Appointments:      01827 219843 

Tamworth Health Centre;   Fax no. 0844 477 3924 Enquiries:      0844 477 3923 

Albert Road Surgery, Tamworth               01827 69283 

Alrewas Surgery               01283 790316 

Measham Medical Unit-    Appointments 01530 270933        Emergencies   01530 270667 

St  Johns Ambulance Service – Staffordshire             01785  57124 

Ashby and District Cottage Hospital            01530 468500 

Queen’s Hospital,  Burton on Trent             01283 566333 

Good Hope Hospital, Sutton Coldfield          0121-424-2000 

Barton under Needwoood Cottage Hospital            01283 714110 

Sir Robert Peel Hospital, Tamworth            01827 263800 

Samuel Johnson Hospital, Lichfield             01543 412900 

St  Giles Hospice, Whittington             01543 432031 

Samaritans;      A 24 hour helpline service or email jo@samaritans.org.uk                                         116  123 

S.A.R.A.C. (Sexual Abuse and Rape Advice Centre)          01283  517185 

Citizens Advice Bureau – Tamworth – 10am-2pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday     01827 305950  

RELATE  Marriage Guidance- Appointments          01543  304858 

CRUSE Bereavement Care- Lichfield Branch          01543  433479 

VICTIM SUPPORT – National Helpline:           0845 3030 900 

                        Local Contact (Lichfield and Tamworth) – Kathy        01543 301000 

Alcoholics Anonymous – National Helpline:            0845 7697555 

Al-Anon  (Family Support Group) National Helpline:           0207 4030888 

Childline (Freephone)                    0800 1111 

N.S.P.C.C.              0800 800 5000 

R.S.P.C.A. – National Helpline            0300 1234 999 

Lichfield District Council              01543 308000 

Environment Agency Reporting               0800 807060 

Bromford Housing (formerly Homezone)            0330 1234034 

L.D.C. Housing Association – Repairs                01543 317101 

Lichfield Social Services             0300 111 8010 

L.D.C. Operational Services – Refuse Collection (any problems & Non-collection of bins)      01543 308999 

Staffs. County Council Trading Standards Consumer Advice Line               0845 3303313 

Tamworth Volunteer Drivers: Open 9.30-3pm Monday - Friday                         66632                   

POST OFFICES     Harlaston                        383324 

      Tamworth                          62102 

SCHOOLS   St Andrew’s, Clifton Campville        373266 

        Mary Howard, Edingale         383245 

        Howard Primary School, Elford        383292 

        John Taylor, Barton under Needwood           01283 247800 

        Rawlett Community Sports College, Tamworth         57178 

        Q.E.M.S. Tamworth             6224l 

        Tamworth College, Croft Street        310202 

        St Elizabeth’s Catholic Primary School, Coton Green, Tamworth     475860 

MAGAZINE EDITOR:      Joanna Bryan, The Nook, Clifton Lane, Clifton Campville B79 0AH    373416 

Email:Measevalleynews@gmail.com  
Treasurer:  Gill Bird, 22 Chestnut Lane, Clifton Campville  B79 0BN       373145   

Email: measevalleymag@outlook.com 

CORRESPONDENTS 

Clifton Campville Ms Sarah Ennis, Boundary House, 26 Melmerby, Wilnecote, B77 4LP   898108 

Elford Mrs Ursula Middlemore, Craven Barn, Elford Park, Elford B79 9DF            07970099141                                       

Edingale  Mrs Josie Dale  6l Croxall Road, Edingale, B79 9JH   383446   
Harlaston Mrs M Tiso, 2 Main Road, Harlaston  B79 9JZ     383308 

Haunton  All Contributions welcome.             Email: Measevalleynews@gmail.com 

mailto:Costas.Karpi@staffordshire.PNN.POLICE.UK
mailto:Costas.Karpi@staffordshire.PNN.POLICE.UK
mailto:jo@samaritans.org.uk
https://maps.google.com/?q=22+Chestnut+Lane,+Clifton+Campville,+Tamworth+B79+0BN&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:measevalleymag@outlook.com

