
 
Sunday 19th July 2020 (Sixth Sunday after Trinity) 

 

 

 
In our Epistle reading for today, Paul states (Romans 8:15) that we receive the 
Spirit of adoption into God’s family. Then, he paints a picture of all that it 
means to be adopted into God's family.  
 
Romans 8: vv12-25  
12 So then, my friends, we have an obligation, but it is not to live as our human 
nature wants us to. 13 For if you live according to your human nature, you are 
going to die; but if by the Spirit you put to death your sinful actions, you will 
live. 14 Those who are led by God's Spirit are God's children. 15 For the Spirit 
that God has given you does not make you slaves and cause you to be afraid; 
instead, the Spirit makes you God's children, and by the Spirit's power we cry 
out to God, “Father! my Father!” 16 God's Spirit joins himself to our spirits to 
declare that we are God's children. 17 Since we are his children, we will possess 
the blessings he keeps for his people, and we will also possess with Christ what 
God has kept for him; for if we share Christ's suffering, we will also share his 
glory. 18 I consider that what we suffer at this present time cannot be 
compared at all with the glory that is going to be revealed to us. 19 All of 
creation waits with eager longing for God to reveal his children. 20 For creation 
was condemned to lose its purpose, not of its own will, but because God willed 
it to be so. Yet there was the hope 21 that creation itself would one day be set 
free from its slavery to decay and would share the glorious freedom of the 
children of God. 22 For we know that up to the present time all of creation 
groans with pain, like the pain of childbirth. 23 But it is not just creation alone 
which groans; we who have the Spirit as the first of God's gifts also groan 
within ourselves as we wait for God to make us his children and[a] set our 
whole being free. 24 For it was by hope that we were saved; but if we see what 
we hope for, then it is not really hope. For who of us hopes for something we 
see? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A12-25&version=GNT#fen-GNT-31174a


The Parable of the Weeds 

24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who 
sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy 
came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat 
sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 27 “The owner’s 
servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? 
Where then did the weeds come from?’ 28 “‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. 
“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 29 “‘No,’ he 
answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the 
wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time, I 
will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be 
burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’” 36 Then he left the 
crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, “Explain to 
us the parable of the weeds in the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sowed 
the good seed is the Son of Man.38 The field is the world, and the good seed 
stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil 
one, 39 and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of 
the age, and the harvesters are angels. 40 “As the weeds are pulled up and 
burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will 
send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that 
causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the blazing furnace, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will 
shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them 
hear.        Matthew 13: vv 24-30,36-43 

 

Let us pray - 

Loving God, we thank you for your guidance during these difficult days and 
weeks, leading us safely through a time when the future seemed dark and the 
present uncertain. We thank you for the support you have given when we have 
felt disheartened; the courage to keep on believing when we have been 
tempted to doubt; the strength to persevere despite adversity. 
Whenever we have needed you, you have been there. 
 
Lead us forward we pray, and help us to continue in the path you have set 
before us, secure in assurance that, whatever we face, your grace will be 
sufficient for us.  
Whenever we have needed you, you have been there. 
Thanks be to God.  Amen 
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